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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This is in response to the Office Action dated October 10, 2001, in which the Examiner 
has required restriction between Group I, namely claims 1-3, 7, 8, 10-18 as directed to SEQ ID 
NOl and nucleotide sequences encoding SEQ ID NO:2; Group n, namely claims 1-3, 7, 8, 10-18 
as directed to SEQ ID NO:3 and nucleotide sequences encoding SEQ ID NO:4; Group m, 
namely claims 1-3, 7, 8, 10-18 as directed to SEQ ID NO:5 and nucleotide sequences encoding 
SEQ ID NO:6; Groups IV, V, and VI, namely clairns 4-6 as directed to SEQ ID NOS.2; 4, and 6, 
respectively; Groups VII, VIE, and IX, namely claim 9 as directed to SEQ ID NOS:2, 4, and 6, 
respectively; Groups X, XI, and XII, namely claim 19 as directed to SEQ ID NOS:2, 4, and 6, 
respectively; and Groups Xm, XIV, and XV, namely claims 20-25 as directed to SEQ ID NOS: 
2, 4, and 6, respectively. Applicant hereby provisionally elects with traverse to prosecute the 
claims of Group I (claims 1-3, 7, 8, and 10-18 as directed to SEQ ID NO:l and nucleotide 
sequences encoding SEQ ID NO:2) and expressly reserves the right to "file divisional applications 
or take such other appropriate measures deemed necessary to protect the inventions in the 
remaining claims and species. 
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Group I is drawn to novel nucleic acid molecules, and to DNA constructs and host cells 
comprising the claimed nucleic acid molecules. It is submitted that a search of nucleotide 
sequences encoding the amino acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:2 will necessarily reveal 
information relevant to the novelty of this amino acid sequence. Group IV (claims 4-6 as drawn 
to SEQ ID NO:2) is directed to polypeptides encoded by the nucleic acid molecules of Group I. 
Accordingly, Groups I and IV should be examined together. MPEP 803 sets forth that "If the 
search and examination of an entire application can be made without serious burden, the 
examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it includes claims to independent or distinct 
inventions." Applicants submit that the consideration of Groups I and IV together will not be a 
burden on the Examiner. The issues surrounding the nucleic acid molecule and the polypeptide 
claims are essentially the same and thus should be considered together. For these reasons, it is 
requested that the Examiner reconsider and examine Groups I and IV, claims 1-8 and 10-18 as 
directed to SEQ ID NOS : 1 and 2, together. 

. Applicants further note that the Examiner hiis restricted between Groups X-XII, directed 
to methods for screening for ligands that bind Bt toxin receptors, and Groups XIH-XV, also 
directed to methods of screening for ligands that bind Bt toxin receptors. The primary difference 
between the methods of Groups X-XII and the methods of Groups XIH-XV is that the latter 
groups of claims are directed to screening methods performed in cells expressing the Bt toxin 
receptor. 37 CFR §1.142 requires that the inventions be "independent and distinct." According to 
MPEP 802.01, "independent" requires that there is no disclosed relationship between the two or 
more subjects disclosed. The relationship of Groups X-XII and Groups XIII-XV does not meet 
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this standard, because the same polypeptides are used in the methods of both groups and the 
methods themselves are closely related. Therefore, it is requested that the claims of Groups X- 
XII and Groups XIII-XV be recombined. 

Should the Examiner have further questions or comments with respect to examination of 
this case, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner telephone the undersigned agent so that 
further examination of this application can be expedited. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those, which may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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